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each. The route followed, and the names of the towns through
which they passed and of the castles at which they rested,
are mentioned in histories both Turkish and European. There
is no need to reproduce them here; it is enough to say that
in the course of this journey Jem met the only two Europeans
who, so far as has been recorded, showed him any disinter-
ested kindness. One of these was Duke Charles of Savoy,
a gallant and generous young prince, who in February 1483
visited Jem at Rumilly, and, filled with pity at his unhappy
position, promised to do his utmost to assist him, a promise
which he loyally kept, though all his efforts proved unavailing.
The other was the fair Philippine-Helene of Sassenage who
gave Prince Jem her love. In the early summer Jem had
been transferred either to the castle of Sassenage, the lord
of which was the father of this young lady, or to some
other castle in the neighbourhood; and there Prince and
damozel met and fell in love. In the words of Sacd-ud-Dfn,
'now the lord of that castle had a wonder-lovely daughter,
and she inclined unto the Prince, and there befell between
them mutual love and interchange of letters.9 1

Jem remained seven years in France, from 1482 to 1489.
He was then transferred to Italy, and there the rest of his
life was passed. The custody of claimant of the Ottoman
throne had now become a matter of contention among the
potentates of Christendom. Apart from the money which
could always be extorted from Bayezfd for the safe-keeping
of his brother, the possession of the latter, who any day
could be let loose upon Turkey, placed a formidable weapon
against the common enemy in the hands of his custodians,

1 The memory of the loves of Jem and Philippine-Helene lingered long
in the district. In 1673 the local traditions on the subject were collected by
Guy-Allard and worked up into a kind of historical romance under the title
of 'Zizimi prince Ottoman, amoureux de Philippine-Helene de Sassenage'.